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INTRODUCTION


Every culture has its own unique sayings. In the states one of our sayings is “if you can’t stand the heat, stay out of the kitchen.” In Korea, we have a saying: “If you steal a little when small, you will steal a cow when grown.” You can add your own favorite saying. Such sayings are based upon truth discovered through personal experience. In Paul’s letters to Timothy, he offers a series of four favorite sayings. He also adds another in a letter to Titus. We are going to take a look at another of those sayings today.
I. PAUL GIVES US A FAITHFUL OR TRUSTWORTHY SAYING.
1. If we die with Christ, we will also live with Him forever in Heaven.
(1) Physical death is temporary.
(2) Spiritual life is eternal.
Paul affirms that life here can end unexpectedly, whether by accident or by the hand of satanic individuals. However, die with Him here; live with Him there!
2. If we remain faithful to Jesus Christ until the end, we will reign with Him forever.
(1) We are challenged to endure whatever circumstance we face.
(2) We must remain faithful to Him at all times, even during suffering.
No matter what circumstance we face, we must continue to be witnesses for Christ. Never forget that God works all things out for our good (Romans 8:28).
3. If we do not accept Him as Savior, He will not accept us into His Kingdom.
(1) Denying Him as our personal Savior leaves us with NO Savior.

(2) If we refuse to live with Him now, He will not force Himself upon us then.

Paul indicates that denying Christ leaves us no hope of salvation. Only Jesus!
4. If we do not have faith—i.e., obedience to His commands, He will remain faithful.

(1) We are described as faithless if we do not trust and obey God and His Word.

(2) Our faithlessness will not hinder His unlimited faithfulness (to Himself & us).

Paul is not speaking of salvation, but of faithfulness to the Lord of our salvation. If we refuse to obey, He continues to be faithful to Himself and to His Word.
II. A FAITHFUL SAYING IS WORTHY OF ACCEPTANCE.

1. It is worthy of acceptance because of God’s gracious salvation of Paul.
(1) We can see that God could save a horrible sinner such as Paul.
(2) We can trust God to save anyone who trusts in Jesus Christ.
If God can forgive and accept a persecutor and killer of Christians, God can save anyone. If he can save the worst of sinners, He can save you.
2. It is worthy of your acceptance because of God’s unlimited faithfulness.
(1) God’s unlimited faithfulness will not allow Him to fail Himself or us.
(2) God’s unlimited faithfulness will not allow Him to forget us.
Without the unlimited faithfulness of God, we would have no hope of becoming or remaining a child of God. However, because of Him, we have a bright future!
CONCLUSION


Paul gives us a trustworthy saying which, if accepted and acted upon, gives us confidence for life in the here and now and for all eternity. That confidence is not based upon our faithfulness, but upon the unchanging, unlimited faithfulness of God. Do you have confidence in your relationship with God today? Do you have confidence in your future being bright? If not, why not commit your life into God’s hands today! He can give you a bright hope and a confidence that the world can never know.
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey.”
